Sir Henry Halford took the chair, as president, and proceeded to read a paper, which was listened to with the deepest attention, and of which we subjoin an account. The essay had for its object to portray the influence of diseases of the body on the mind, and to discuss certain questions relating to the duties of the physician immediately connected with this subject.
The effects of the passions on the body have been elegantly illustrated by Sir G. Baker; nor is the converse of the picture less interesting. The influence of disease on the mental faculties is various and extensive; now communicating "temporary power," and now "permanent weakness;" while so characteristic are some of these changes, that the physician is often able to discover, by attention to these secondary effects, what organ is at fault, without calling into play all those appliances which are usually adopted, in order that the whole case may be fully unfolded. Nor are the diseased conditions at all proportionate in danger to the degree of mental affection which they produce: a simple derangement of the digestive organs lays a weight upon the mind, rendering the individual irresolute and infirm of purpose; whilst an inflammation of the brain, if it be slight, gives intensity to his faculties and animation to his imaginings.
Sir Henry stated it to be his intention to give only an outline of the effects upon the mind produced by some of the more marked and simple chronic diseases, leaving it to his hearers to fill up the details from their own experience.
Of apoplexy, little was to be said, because, before the attack, the patient is generally merely torpid, and, after it has occurred, is insensible to all around; so that, however momentous or interesting to others may be passing events, "nothing touches him." To apoplexy succeeds palsy, and happy he (said the learned President,) "whose mind shall have been disciplined when in health, and whose moral habits shall have been well regulated by reason The quantity of Rain cannot be given for January, owing to severe frost, and the Rain Gauge not being exposed.
